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'•Not Much Bene! t to Us." 

Occasionally the plea is made 
when there it an appeal made for 
the College, tha 1 it ie not "much 
benefit to us." This remark is 
made to apply to churches some- 
times, and sometime* to individ- 
ual*. This may look tike an ex- 
cuse, bat let as see how it will 
apply, if generally carried out. 

After all, what is a "benefit to 
us V A man labors all his life 
as hard ae he can drive into it, 
buys large farmu, builds elegant 
houses and barns, and numbers 
the value of bis property by tens 
of thousands of dollars. lie 
stretches himself upon a bed of 
sickness, and after half a month 
of intense suffering, he gives up 
the ghost, and all that ie visible 
of bim is a corrupting pile of 
earth. 

How much benefit was that to 
himT 

A Brethren church is located 
in the South. If has a large 
membership and is nourishing. 
Several of its leading membera 
•ay a school will be of no benefit 
to them, and they will do little 
or nothing. Time passe". Death 
claims those several members for 
hi* own, the younger members 
move away, and the church is 
scattered, and the sacred old 
walla of the house of worship are 
deserted, and the busy spider 
weaves the corner full of webs to 
catch the wandering insects. The 
young sons and daughters of 
those several members eeek 
an education. They are sent to 
the Catholic school and their re- 
gard for the faith of tbeir fathers 
weakens nnder the magnificent 
ceremonies of the Mother ol Har- 
lots. The bright sous are prais- 
ed and tenderly potted and the 
inducement of the priesthood 
are held out to them — a life of 
absolute ease, unfailing and 
abundant support, and a service 
in a dead language which the 
people can not understand, and 
there will not be any unreason- 
able and severe criticism and 
none ot the trials tbat the "off- 
spring of the Mother chu rob" •n-' 
dures. The bribe is tempting 
and the son yields, and at last 
they are denouncing the faith of 
their fathers, aa tbey sleep in 
death, and while the condemna- 
tion it resting over them tbat 
they were selfish, and did not 
provide for tbeir tons and daugh- 
ter* a safeguard against the ene- 
mies of his religion, and is the 
resurrection, they will behold 


them wearing the mark of the 
beast. 

How much benefit, pray T 

Well, says toother, there was 
no Colleges in the days of the 
Apostles and Primitive Church. 

What! 

Lord have mercy on tbat nak- 
ed and blind servant of thine. 
Clothe him with a knowledge of 
Thy Word, and anoint bit eyes 
with eye salve tbat he may be 
able to tee the truth. 

Paul was professor ot Moral 
Philosophy and Religion two 
years in Tyranuut' College; and 
he conducted a theological Col- 
lege two years in Home. At 
Ephetus he received some com- 
pensation for hie work, bat at 
Rome God had the government 
to bear hit expenses. 

Then again there were women 
professors in the Primitive 
church. We read about them 
expounding the way of Udd more 
perfectly. 

There was benefit in tbat. 

Justin the Martin was a pro- 
fessor and teacher under the 
heathen religions, and was also 
under the Christian. 

Dionysius the Areopagite, was 
also. Origin was one of the most 
profound theologians and teach- 
ers of any age. 

Sire : Colleges were maintain- 
ed by the very Apostles of Jesus 
Christ, and the church of modern 
times does not fill the measure 
of the Apostolh Church if it 
does not operate schools for tbe 
education of its people. 

There are alto those who eeek 
to commence schools in their 
own localities, and some with a 
hope that they can operate one 
in a year or two do not assist as 
they might otherwise. Do not 
forget that in union there it 
ttreught. If Atblaud College is 
lifted from its present condition, 
it means that in a short time 
schools will be commenced in the 
east and west and there will be a 
hearty cooperation ; but if eelt 
rales in this matter and perignal 
benefit rules the action of breth- 
ren, there will be nothing and 
our strength will scatter, and the 
history of Tnnkerism will be 
again repeated. 


Three Reasons Why. 

We are asked: Why is there 
not more spirituality in the 
churches? There may be as 
many reasons as there are church- 
es, but three reasons are now 
presented to my mind. 

1. Spirituality is not preached 
enough, God is a spirit, and 
those who approach him, must 
worship in spirit and in truth. 
In place of trying to get men to 
be spiritual, how often do preach- 
ers discourse on those things 
which have no relation to the 
spirit or spiritual. If men would 
leave their doubts, and feart, and 
home spun theories, and preach 
Christ and him crucified how 
much better would it be in this 
direction. Even in preaching 
doctrine a mistake is often made. 
Tbe doctrine ie preached but not 
its spiritual significance. If a 
man is baptized In the name of 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
and than fails to live to hit vow, 
what does hit baptism amount 
to? It a man followt the ex- 
ample ot Christ, and actually 
washes the feet ot a disciple, and 
then fails to live in the spirit, 
what does it amount to? The 
doctrine may be the seed, if so, 
ths life germ is spirituality, and it 
mutt bo developed, we matt 
■rite to walk in na w ness of lit*. 


Remembering that oar life is bid 
with Christ in God. The letter 
alone killeth, the spirit giveth 
life. What do I oare who Cain 
married, or who lived before 
Adam, or how many mansions 
are in heaven. There it one 
thing to care for ; how shall we 
serve tbe Master, and by working 
out our salvation save others. 

2. Spirituality it quenched by 
those who ought to see to its 
development. "Quench not the 
spirit," hat been divinely written, 
and should be obeyed aa much 
at any other command. No 
man calls Christ Lord except by 
tbe tpirit, and when the spirit 
aucceeds in getting the individu- 
al to call Chriat Lord, the 
spirit has planted in that man 
the teed of spirituality, and it is 
the business of the convert to 
develop toward God, and away 
from the world. But how often 
do individuals check the work- 
ings of the spirit, until they be- 
come ice bergs in place of coals 
of fire. I am not talking for 
emotional religion, we want a 
more solid basis than the feelings 
which may be influenced by the 
atmosphere without and the lives 
within. Conversion is a birth, and 
pains as well as joy may be con- 
comitants. B u t at the same time 
if one feels to express their joy, 
let it come, I like to tee an ex- 
pression if hooeet. When tbe 
bucket rune over because full, let 
it run, but do not turn it up and 
pour the water out. If tbe tpirit 
take possession and gives vent 
do not stop it, let it come. A 
good sister was so full of joy abe 
clapped her hands and said : 
"Glory." An old brother said : 
"suppose you stop that." I told 
him I would give a IS bill to Bee 
him do the same thing. We are 
not all organized alike, some 
must give expression to their 
religious joys, and it is right Jf 
our spirituality was more prop- 
erly developed, their would not 
be so many spiritual cripples in 
tbe churches. 

3. The energies of the young 

are wasted on worldly pleasures. 

Spirituality not preached ae it 

should be from the pulpit and 

not developed as it should be by 

the pen. The jonng members of 

tbe church unrestrained to a 

greet extent, waste their energies 

on worldly pleasures. Satan is 

wite, he understands the longing 

for something that will satisfy, 

and taking advantage ot this be 

turns the young into place of 

amusement that, to tay the least, 

tape their spiritual life. If a 

young man and woman spend 

Tuesday night in watching 

dancers, even it they do not 

dance, how can they reel like 

talking on Wednesday night at 

prayer meeting. A young man 

sometime ago, talking about the 

circnt, said : "Such placet are for 

people ot the world, and church 

members have no business there." 

This young man not a church 

member, understood the fitness 

of things. When a tinner turns 

from the world, that sinner wants 

something better than the world 

can give. / 

"Tbe World can never give / 
Tbe bliss for which ws Blub/ 

And if the church is cold and 

formal, because spirituality is 

lacking, it is not long before the 

npor soul is frosan to death. 

There ought to be a solid wall 

between the world and the 

church, bat in many casts there 

is but a wire fence through 

which men and worn en creep at 

pleasure. Let there be more 

oonsittent Christianity, mora 


glowing zeal, more love for soult, 
a greater desire to progress, and 
at the root of all is more spiritu- 
ality. 

John Duki MoFadin. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 

The True Protestant, Is tbe title of a 
nsw month]; published at No. 42. Blue 
Island Avenue, Chicago, III., and It 
deveted to tbe exposition of the cor- 
ruptions of the Roman, or Catholic 
church. It Is red hot, and It occupies 
a field distinctively its own. In fighting 
the encroachments of that church upon 
our Institutions. 


We notice tbe grounds and tabernacle 
•re to be lighted by electricity. They 
are becoming progressive Indeed. " 


It t* said tbat there are now 30,000, 
children in tbe Catholic schools of 
Massachusetts, The enemy of gospel 
relurlonls tbe most diligent religious 
I risti lutie n in tbis country, and it Is 
wonderful what strides she is making. 

Elder James Qulnter dropped dead 
while engaged la public prayer in the 
A.M. Tabernacle but Saturday. Par- 
ticulars next week. 


The rich man fared sumptuously 
everyday. His not said of hi in that 
he was a bad man, or an Immoral man. 
Tbe only unchristian trait that be 
seemed to possess was eel fish ness. He 
did no possess enough charity to give 
the crumbs from hie table to tbe poor 
beggar who lay at his gate. The dogs 
licked the poor man's sores, and their 
kindly omcet were more creditable 
than the deeds of the rich man. Tbs 
cone lesions is that the dbgs were more 
worthy of a share in tbe good things of 
Abraham's bosom than the rich man. 


Simon Magus supposed that the 
Christian religion went no deeper than 
tbe surface of man, and that It was a 
secret, In a large degree, and he at- 
tempted to purchase tbe gift of healing 
and performing miracles. In the at- 
tempt to do so, the truth was made 
very plain to bim tbat the faith of Je 
bus was not an external accomplish- 
ment but a heart religion. It com- 
mence! In tbe heart and extends out- 
ward in it influences. 


We await with some Interest a re- 
port of the Maryland and Virginia 
convention. This la a new line of 
work in tbe Brethren church, end we 
are anxious to bear how It starts off. 


EstellaC. Sterling started a dollar 
company for Ashland College last week. 
We shall be pleased to Bee a large num. 
tier take rank with her, in so com- 
mendable a work. The little folks are 
certainly doing well for the College, 

We learn tbat tbe German Baptists 
have made charges against one of their 
brethren in Michigan for taking the 
E v AXGXMsT. This certainly caps the 
climax of intolerance. It Is about 
equal to the rule of Romanism. 

The Hew York Independent tries to 
explain that all the acts of the Pope 
are not infallible. This Is a truth every- 
where admitted, except, perhaps In a 
few Catholic circles. 


It is a great thing to be tick If you 
are a great man, and the world expects 
something to go to ruin when you die. 
This seems te be tbe case with the 
present Emperor of Germany. 


The One Hundredth General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian church conven- 
ed In Philadelphia on the 17th of this 
month. There sre about Ave hundred 
delegates in attendance. There are 
seventeen syneds in Ohio and tbey 
have from two to six delegates each. 
A good many years ago a Presbyterian 
assembly voted on the question of 
sprinkling or immersion « the church 
mode of baptism, and there were one 
or two majority in favor of sprinkling. 
One delegate more in favor of immer- 
sion would have made the great Pres- 
byterian church an Immersion body ef 
believers to this day. So tbe doctrine. 
of that Immense church has its doc- 
trine of baptism based on the vote of 
one man. This shows how ungodly 
tbe practice of voting to decide ques- 
tions of Bible doctrine. It b only 
popery diffused, or under a new name. 
One has just as good a right to decide 
what tbe doctrine of church shall be, 
as a thousand have, viewing It from 
Bible grounds, at one It no more liable 
to draw a false conclusion than a thou- 
sand are, when tbe nine hundred and 
ninety-nine follow tbe lead of one man. 
Tbe only sensible and godly way to do 
is to take the Bible aa a rule of faith, 
and follow its teachings. 


Themis much noise again about a 
probable general jrar la Europe. It 
will no doubt come sooner or later, and 
when It does come it will have a pro- 
phetical a igui flcance . Russia baa J ust- 
lr earned the title of the "Defender of 
Faith," Outside of the creature ser- 
vice Introduced Into tbe Russian Na- 
tional church, It is a better embodi- 
ment of tbe Primitive Christian prac- 
tice than any other national church on 
the face of tbe earth. Purge It of its 
corruption and you have a perfect copy 
of the Apostolic church. God baa not 
kept that powerful nation through all 
the centuries for nothing, and when 
the time comes he will use it to clear 
away tbe wilderness (Rev, 12: 14} Mo- 
tiaiinm-HlMiiH, and restore the supremacy 

of the Christian religion in the Holy 
Land. 


A worth y sitter of tbe Pretby teriaa 
church sends us a pledge of $15 for tbe 
College. There is whole Christian 
hearted oess In that kind act. The 
Lord bless her for that kindly offer of 
assistance. 


Annual Conference of the "Riv- 
er Brethren." 

This body of worshippers is called 
"River Brethren" 'because in the early 
history of Its existence some of the con- 
verts were baptized In tbe Susquehan- 
na river. The. regularly adopted name 
Is "Brethren .n.Clir1at." 

This organization held Its annual con- 
ference about seven miles Inortb west of 
M tlf ord , Indiana. Therewere pmsibly 
three hundred membera In attendance, 
about forty or fifty of this number being 
de legatee, representing! churches from 
New York to Kansas. Several dele- 
gates were there from Canada. In 
doctrine they differ llltle.from the Old 
Order Brethren, They practice trine 
immersion, believing it to be the only 
valid mode ot baptism. In connection 
with the encharist they wash feet and 
eat a supper. They regard tbe saluts- 
tlsu of tbe kiss as binding upon alt fol- 
lowers of Christ, and if I mistake not 
they also anoint the tick with oil. 
Baptism isadminlstered^because of the 
remission of sins. They practice doub- 
le mode of foot washing. In dress the 
"order" of the Dunkard church is then- 
custom. In outward appearance they 
cau be distinguished from the consis- 
tent Dunkard. The brethren wear full 
beards with the exception of the mus- 
tache. Tbey part tbe hair in the 
middle or comb It straight back, The 
sisters wear the bonnet and cap. Not 
a ruffle Is seen on tbeir clothes. About 
tbe neck tbey wear three cornered 
handkerchiefs or capes. 

These customs In dress are advised 
to the members but are not mondatory 
They are not made a test of fellowship ; 
but by the exemplary lives of the elders 
and their earnest entreaties nearly all 
(be members are persuaded to conform 
to them. 

They make no pretentions to higher 
education and consequently have no 
colleges. Deacons, ministers and elders 
fill the three offices that are recognized 
in the church. Tbeir ministers are 
chosen from the laity regardless of 
mental qualifications. They believe In 
plain simple preaching. Their minis- 
ters as welt as the laity themselves are 
mostly farmers, 

Tbe Conference convened at 8 o'clock 
a. m„ May l*th. The Moderator and 
two assistants were voted for by ballot. 
The one receiving the greater number 
of votes was to be the Moderator, end 
the two receiving the second and third 
highest numbers, assistant Moderators. 
The secretary and two assistants were 
appointed by the delegatee. The offi- 
cers, six in number, were the follow- 
ing ; Samuel Zook, of Abilene, Kane., 
Moderator ; Jesse Engel, ot Bell 
Springs, Kans., and Eld, M. H. Over- 
holder, of Franklin Co., Pa., assistant 
Moderators; Asa Bears, of Ontario, 
Canada, Secretary; T. A, Long, of' 
Centre Co., Pa., and J. H. Engel, of 
Ablline, Kane., assistant secretaries. 
After the election of officers the Mod- 
erator reed Col. 3 : I, 17 and said 
a few words by way of admoni- 
tion. After appropriate devotional ex- 
ercises tbe business of the conference 
was commenced . No committees were 
appointed to arrange and facilitate 
business. The districts of the fratern- 
ity were named by the Moderator and 
•■ be enumerated them the delegates 
responded and presented to the secre- 
taries whatever the districts bad sent 
for the consideration of tbe council. 
Some had nothing to present while 
others were represented by tetter. Af- 
ter si) tbe wishes of tbe districts rep- 
resented had been laid before tbe coun- 
cil, the papers were taken up and con- 
sidered separately. 

A woman whose first husband had 
left her, had married a second time and 


Bstai 


